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European Commission
Brussels

EC

Other European Trade Associations
AEGPL-UNICE

Council of European Chemical Industries
Brussels

CEFIC

Other Transport Regulating Bodies
Bern-Geneva-London

ADR-RID-IMO

UN Committee of Experts on Transport of Dangerous Goods 
and the Globally Harmonized System

Geneva

International Organization
for Standardization

Geneva
ISO

Comité Européen de Normalisation
Brussels

CEN

Other Standardization Bodies
BSI-DIN-AFNOR-…

This is EIGA
The European Industrial Gases Association, EIGA, is a safety and technically oriented organization 

representing the vast majority of European and a number of non-European companies producing 

and distributing industrial, medicinal and food gases.

The member companies closely co-operate in safety and technical matters to achieve the highest 

level of safety and environmental care in the handling of gases.

Mission statement
EIGA shall

» maintain the highest standards of safety and concern for the 

environment at work and in the community

» provide Authorities and Standardization Bodies with expert 

advice on production, transport, storage and applications of 

industrial, medical and food gases

» promote consistency of safety, health, environmental and 

technical standards throughout the industrial gas industry.

Established 1923
The association began in Paris back in 1923 with the creation 

of the Commission Permanente Internationale, CPI. In 1989, 

CPI merged with EDIA, the European Dry Ice Association, the 

association of carbon dioxide (CO²) producers. The merged 

association moved to Brussels in 1990 and changed its name to 

the European Industrial Gases Association, EIGA, in April 1991.



Support to Authorities 
and Standardization Bodies

EIGA provides Authorities with professional advice in the 

preparation of laws and regulations concerning gases and 

pressure equipment. EIGA also initiates the development of 

appropriate standards and provides Standardization Bodies 

with technical expertise.

Advice and guidance to the 
industrial gases industry

EIGA reviews reported accidents with the objectives of providing 

advice to members on how to prevent reoccurrence. 

EIGA provides advice and guidance on technical matters, 

particularly those which are safety-related.

EIGA gives guidance on relevant environmental issues to ensure 

respect for the environment and to prevent pollution.

EIGA informs and provides advice to members on relevant 

international legislative issues and the actions required for 

effective compliance.

EIGA produces position papers refl ecting the industrial gases 

industries view on specifi c issues. 

Co-operation with 
other associations

EIGA fully co-operates with its sister associations such as the 

CGA, Compressed Gas Association (USA), JIGA, Japanese 

Industrial Gases Association and also AIGA, Asian Industrial 

Gases Association and ANZIGA, Australia New Zealand Industrial 

Gases Association. 

Organization 
EIGA has a President and a Board of Directors, which constitutes 

the governing body. The EIGA offi ce deals with legal, fi nancial 

and administrative matters and supports all technical and safety 

work. 

Under the supervision of the Board, the Industrial Gases Council, 

IGC, and the Calcium Carbide Council, CCC, direct the activities 

of the various working groups in their respective fi elds of 

expertise.

Board of Directors
BoD

EIGA Office

Industrial Gases Council
IGC

Calcium Carbide Council
CCC

Safety Advisory Group
SAG

Working Groups 1 - 8
WG’s



Lost time work injury
EIGA has monitored the lost time work injury frequencies of 

the member companies since 1970. The results, published 

every quarter as a league ranking, provide each member 

company with a tool to benchmark and hence to improve their 

performance.

Safety awards 

Over the last 20 years the average work injury frequency of 

the member companies has decreased from 26 to 4 lost time 

injuries per million worked hours – a considerable improvement 

where EIGA played a signifi cant role.

EIGA has introduced a number of safety awards, in order to 

stimulate its members’ continuous efforts to improve safety.

Promote good 
environmental practice

Whilst the industrial gases industry has fewer apparent 

environmental issues than many other companies, part of 

EIGA’s mission and objectives is to promote good environmental 

practice amongst the member companies. This is done by 

sharing lessons learnt from incidents that are relevant to the 

industry and by developing training tools and codes of good 

environmental practice.

Technical documentation
EIGA publishes a large range of useful documents, written 

by experts in technology and safety. Most documents can 

be downloaded free of charge from the EIGA website, 

www.eiga.org.
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IGC activities are clearly focussed on the key areas which were defined for the

Association by the President and the Board of Directors in January 2000.
SAFETY is our prime focus. The recordable accident statistics, now being reported in

addition to the lost time accident information, should allow us to identify additional

learning opportunities; and the alignment of the EIGA and CGA incident databases

will provide a broader information base for enquiry. A high activity level has been

maintained by the Safety Advisory Group – details are reported separately by their

Chairman – and their achievements were recognised by the presentation of the

Working Group Achievement Award to them at our Winter Technical Meeting in

Brussels in January.
That meeting format is one of the outcomes of our attention to the second key area,

TECHNICAL FOCUS. All major working groups presented an overview of their

current activities, with more detailed reviews of specific items of significance;

external speakers also provided insights on the management of safety and

international harmonisation. We intend to hold further Winter Technical Meetings

with a similar format on a two yearly basis, alternating with our Technical Symposia.

We are also introducing short (one day) Technical Seminars on specific topics,

starting in June this year with a seminar on the application and implications of the

Pressure Equipment Directive.
The third key area, WORKING GROUP EFFECTIVENESS, is being addressed

through greater use of time-related targets and measures, and by identification of

potential benefits (quantified where possible) of proposed new work items. Greater

alignment with other international and national associations through our

harmonisation initiatives will allow better use of available information and reduction

of duplication. We are also investigating the benefits of setting up a ‘management

system’ structure, which will allow more effective forward planning of the work to be

undertaken. A Working Group Chairmen’s seminar, planned for June this year, will

discuss these and other matters related to how the groups carry out their work.
Our fourth key area, INDUSTRY HARMONISATION, is perhaps where most

progress has been made. The good work done in the area of transport of dangerous

goods in the UN has been reported previously. More generally, liaison with the CGA

on all work items is now routine, and the amount of cross participation in EIGA/CGA

working groups is increasing. Nearly all the projects initially identified for joint

priority attention are now complete, and additional high priority projects have been

identified for coordinated action. The Japan Industrial Gas Association (JIGA) is now

beginning to take an active part in this work, and we have also further consolidated

our working relationship with the national industrial gas associations in Europe. As

mentioned above, we shall be pursuing the use of a common ‘management system’

approach to our work to increase alignment and effectiveness. The long term

objective must be to establish consistently high worldwide standards of safety in the

gases industry.

This is the last time I shall report on IGC activities to the Association, since I hand

over chairmanship to Klaus Krinninger at the end of this year. I should like to take

this opportunity to thank all my IGC and Working Group colleagues for their support

during the past two years, without which the progress made could not have been

achieved. The new initiatives that we have introduced, and others still to come, offer

an exciting future development path for the Association. With this in prospect, I wish

Klaus every success for his period as Chairman of the Council.������� ���� ��� ��� ��������� �� �� ������ �� ��� �������� ��� �����
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Four million customers 
in Europe

The world industrial gas market has a turnover of approximately 

35 billion Euro (year 2003). Within Europe, the industry 

employs 55,000 people, has 4 million customers and the gas 

production is approximately 200,000 tons per day.

Most products are manufactured by the industrial gas companies 

in plants and then supplied to customers by one of three basic 

methods of supply: pipeline, bulk or cylinder.

Pipeline
Air gases; oxygen, nitrogen and argon are mostly produced at 

low temperature in “air separation units”. Adsorption technology, 

by pressure swing or membrane are other technologies used 

to produce oxygen and nitrogen, generally at slightly lower 

purities. 

These plants are generally sited close to large customers. 

Nevertheless, the network of transmission pipelines in Europe 

through which the product is supplied stretches for 5,000 

kilometres.

Other gases such as hydrogen and carbon monoxide are 

manufactured by steam reforming of natural gas or from 

hydrocarbon feed stocks. Pure carbon dioxide is produced by 

removing unwanted impurities from natural wells and chemical 

waste gases.

Bulk or cylinder
Industrial gases can also be delivered in bulk by road, rail, or 

sea transport. Special cryogenic road tankers, rail wagons or 

containers are used to deliver liquefi ed gases into tanks located 

at the customer’s premises. 

Smaller quantities of gases or specifi ed mixtures, products are 

supplied in gas or liquid cylinders.

The European industrial gases industry operates 14,000 

delivery vehicles, covering 500 million kilometres per year. 

Around 40 million cylinders are in circulation to serve the 

European market.

EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL GASES ASSOCIATION

Avenue des Arts 3 - 5 
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